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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Tlie present information Disclosure Statement is submitted in accordance 
with applicants' Duty of Disclosure. 

Applicants are providing a search report issued by the European Patent Office on 
the corresponding foreign applications, as well as copies of the references cited 
therein. 

Concerning the references cited in the specification, the relevance for DE 42 
12 702 C2, DE 36 23 570 Al and DE 197 705 810 Al are discussed in the four 
paragraphs of the background section. Counterpart references are provide for the 
other two references cited in the specification. In this regard, DE 36 24 904 
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corresponds to U.S. Patent No.: 4,844,358; and EP 854 214 corresponds to U.S. 
Patent No.; 5,927,062. 

Applicants' duty to provide a statement of relevance as to the remaining 
foreign language references cited in the search reports is satisfied by the search 
reports indicating the degree of relevance in accordance with 1 1 38 OG 38 of May 
19, 1992, and MPEP § 609A. 

The Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned at his convenience 
should he have any questions regarding this matter or require any additional 
information. 



Respectfully submitted, 
DORITY & MANNING, P.A. 




P.O. Box 1449 
Greenville, SC 29602-1449 
(864) 271-1592 
FAX (864) 233-7342 
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